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unbroken continuity of the Indian civilization from
the Rigvedic times makes it impossible for a heteroge-
nous culture like the Indus Valley's to have formed
a link in the lineal chain. Besides, the Indus Valley
civilization was coeval with the Middle East cultures
and of a piece with them whereas the Aryan was a
late comer.
But the Rigvedic Aryans seem to have known the
people of the Indus Valley although as enemies. It
is perhaps to them that they referred in their hymns
as Dasas and Dasyus and dubbed with such opprobrious
epithets as krisnah, black-skinned, anasah^ pug-nosed,
adevayu, godless, ayajvan, devoid of rites, mridhravachahy
jargon-talkers.
The only other people who now can be credited
with having created this wonderful civilization were
the Dravidians, who were either autochthons or in
their own turn immigrants from outside. If they came
from outside the possible habitat may have been Elam
or Sumer where amidst the Semitic peoples a non-
Semite race had lived and developed a culture which
it bequeathed to the neighbouring Semites who exter-
minated it. Or if the Dravidians were original -inhabi-
tants of Sindh and the adjoining districts and part of
them migrated to Elam and ancient Sumer, they
would have found the distance not very trying for a
whole belt of their habitat across Baluchistan lay along
the way. The Brahmi speaking population might
prove a migration either way or the remnant of another
basic site of that civilization like Nal in the state of
Kelat in Baluchistan. The fact of priority in the date
of the two settlements of Sumer and Indus Valley
will also enter in the answer to the question. Although
at one stage it was Mohenjo-daro and Harappa which
influenced the Sumerian culture, it will not be possible
to settle the problem of priority. Even if it were
settled, it can always be possible to hold in the absence
of conclusive evidence that the two civilizations were